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chancellor, and preceptor to his son, Prince
Henry, In 1162 Becket was consecrated
archbishop, gave up his luxurious habits and
became a zealous champion of the Church,
liberal only in charities. A series of bitter
conflicts with the king followed, ending in
Becket's night to France. A reconciliation
having taken place in 1170, Becket returned
to England, resumed his office and renewed
his defiance of the royal authority. A rash
hint from the king induced four barons to
go to Canterbury and murder the archbishop
while he was at vespers in the cathedral,
December 29, 1170. He was canonized in
1172, and the splendid shrine erected at
Canterbury for his remains was a favorite
place of pilgrimage. Chaucer's Canterbury
Tales are told by a party of men going on a
pilgrimage to this shrine.

BECKY SHAKP, the outstanding charac-
ter in Thackeray's Vanity Fair, one of the
most strikingly-portrayed heroines in Eng-
lish fiction. She is introduced to the reader
in the opening chapter as an orphan teacher
in a genteel boarding school for girls. She
leaves this establishment to take a position
as governess in the home of Sir Pitt Crawley,
and incidentally to make her way in the
world. By means of native ingenuity, clever-
ness and a gift for intrigue the little adven-
turess works her way into society and suc-
ceeds in maintaining an expensive establish-
ment on "nothing a year." She marries
Eawdon Crawley, younger son of Sir Pitt,
but late in the story is deserted by him be-
cause of her duplicity in connection with the
evil Lord Steyne. Becky is depicted in the
last chapter as having lost most of her
friends, but with plenty of money and a
damaged reputation. This character was
vividly presented by Mrs. Fiske in a stage
version of the novel.

BED, a place or piece of furniture upon
which one sleeps. Savages sleep on the
ground or on beds made of leaves or the
skins of animals. The Hindus use a light
mattress for a bed. The Japanese lie on
padded layers of bedclothing and use a
wooden head rest which closely fits the neck,
and the Chinese make their beds by spreading
rugs or matting on the floor or ground.
In the Philippines a taut piece of rattan
stretched on a frame serves as a bed, the
whole being enclosed in a mosquito netting.

The ordinary beds used in Europe and
America are raised on a bedstead and are

furnished with springs, mattress, comfort-
ers, sheets and pillows. Besides the ordinary
bedsteads of iron or wood, there are many
varieties of the old-fashioned folding bed.
Bookcases, tables, chests and couches of
various sorts are converted into beds at night
in apartments where space is limited. An-
other modern development is the bed which
is kept in a recess in the wall by day, or
is clamped to a door that swings on a pivot,
BED, in geology, a stratum or layer of
rock of varying thickness. It may consist
of a number of thin layers, or laminae, of a
single stratum having considerable thickness,
or of several strata taken together. The last
is usually termed a formation. A very thin
bed is called a seam. See GEOLOGY,
BED'BUG, an offensive insect about three-
sixteenths of an inch long, with a roundish,
flat body and rusty color. When touched it
emits an unpleasant odor. The female lays
her eggs in summer in the crevices of bed-
steads, furniture and the walls of a room.
The larvae are small, white and semitrans-
parent, and grow to full size in about eleven
weeks. The bedbug is fond of human blood,
but thrives on other substances. To exter-
minate this pest paint cracks and other
places where they hide with corrosive sub-
limate dissolved in wood alcohol, or use
hydrocyanic acid gas. The latter is recom-
mended by the United States Agricultural
Department. Both substances are deadly
poisons and must be used with care.
BEDE, leedj or BABDA, be'da (about
672-735), known as The Venerable, the most
learned Englishman of Ids day, whose chief
work, Ecclesiastical History of England,
won him the title "Father of English His~
tory." He was educated at Saint Peter's
monastery, Wearmouth; took deacon's orders
in his nineteenth year at Saint Paul's monas-
tery, Jarrow, and was ordained priest at
thirty. Bede wrote, besides the History,
hymns, books on grammar, Biblical com-
ments, etc. He died while dictating a trans-
lation of Saint John.
BEDFORD, Isnx, the county seat of
Lawrence County, sixty-five miles southwest
of Indianapolis, on. the Chicago, Indian-
apolis & Louisville, the Baltimore & Ohio
Southwestern, and two minor railroads. It
is famous as the center ot a stone quarry-
ing region, whose product is shipped all
over the United States for building purposes.
The city has railroad shops. Population